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November 16, 1999

Reply To
Attn Of: WCM-126

Chuck Clinton, Manager 
Northwest Region
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
202 0 SW 4th Avenue Suite 400 

Portland, Oregon 97201-4987

RE: RCRA Compliance Inspection Report for Van Waters and Rogers - 
Portland, Oregon. ORD 00922 7398.

Dear Mr. Clinton:

Enclosed is a copy of EPA's RCRA compliance report for the 
Van waters and Rogers Portland, Oregon facility. This copy is 
being provided to you as a courtesy and EPA does not expect any 
formal enforcement as no violations were noted. If you or your 
staffs have any questions, please contact Bruce Long of my staff
at (503) 326-3686.

Jamie Sikorsflci, Mana< 
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bcc: Mike Slater, 000
June Alexander, WCM-126 
Bruce Long, 000

ccINCURRENCES POLICY FILE

Initials: BL Done _
Yes □ | No 'q/) 1

Name: Bruce Long RCU Peer Jamie Sikorski If policy file please bcc to 

RMSPU Manager
Date: 11/11/99 11/14/99 III \u______

RCRIS EVENT Yes □ No \j
SNC IDENTIFICATION Yes □ No

(Can it be entered in RCRIS?) Yes □ No
s
3

SBREFA INFO VERIFICATION Yes □ No 3

PEER REVIEW Yes ^ No
3

| REGION 9 POLICY FILE Yes No 1

i



RCRA Narrative Report

Van Waters & Rogers 
3950 NW Yeon Avenue 
P.O. Box 10287

Date of Inspection: September 24, 1999

Portland, Oregon 97210 Date of Report: September 24, 1999

EPA Identification Number: ORD 00922 7398

Facility Contacts:

'Operations Manager: Mark S. Rogers
Chemcare Coordinator: Jerry Jones
Telephone Number: 503-222-6233

Inspection Team: Bruce Long, Investigator
Report Prepared By: ....................... RCU Region 10

Authoritv/Purpose

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) intended to secure 
information regarding Van Waters & Rogers compliance with the regulations 
promulgated under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and its 
amendments, the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA). 
Specifically, regulations found at 40 CFR Part 260 through 270 and 279 for the 
management, transportation, treatment, and disposal of hazardous waste and used oil 
as defined under these regulations.

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality has been delegated the authority to 
enforce state rules in lieu of the federal regulations. These rules are found at Chapter 
340, Division 100 through 108. EPA holds the responsibility to carry out the 
enforcement of the RCRA and HSWA regulations under Section 3008.

This inspection was carried out under the authority of Section 3007 of RCRA. This 
inspection was selected as part of EPA’s oversight inspection scheme. At the time of 
this inspection, Van Waters & Rogers had not achieved final closure on the regulated 
unit. This unit was a landfill resulting from the release of spent solvents from a 
solvent recycling operation. However, at this time, Van Waters & Rogers is under a 
3088(h) Order which subject Van Waters & Rogers to carry out corrective actions to 
clean up the release of spent solvents. Van Waters & Rogers was inspected for 
compliance with the large quantity generator (LQG) regulations.
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Facility Description:

Van Waters & Rogers is a chemical processor and distributor. In addition, Van 
Waters & Rogers import chemicals for distribution in commerce of the United States. 
Chemicals are stored in tanks and containers. Van Waters & Rogers blends chemicals 
for specific customer orders. Van Waters & Roger does not manufacture new 
chemicals at the Portland facility.

In the mid 1970s through the mid-1980s, Van Waters & Rogers operated a solvent 
■ reclamation unit and were subject to RCRA 3005 reporting requirements. Van 
Waters & Rogers submitted a Part A application in November 1980 and requested to 
withdraw its Part A application in 1986. In the mid-1980s Van Waters & Rogers and 
EPA entered in to a consent agreement under Section 3008(h) of RCRA.

Introduction/Inspection Findings:

On September 24, 1999, at approximately 10:00 a.m. I arrived at the facility and met 
with Mark S. Rogers, Operations Manager and Jerry Jones, Chemcare Coordinator. 
After introductions, I presented my credentials and identified the purpose and 
authority for this inspection.

The following is a summary of my findings during this inspection.

Contingency Plan/Up-dates and Review (40 CFR 265 Subpart D):

I reviewed the contingency plan during this inspection. The following is a summary 
of my review. The contingency plan was last revised on September 15, 1998, when 
Van Waters & Rogers up-dated its Emergency Coordinators. At this time, Mark 
Rogers, Russ Palmer, and Ron Von Drew were listed as the Emergency Coordinators. 
According to Mr. Rogers, Van Waters & Rogers have not had to implement the 
contingency plan within the last three years. Foss Environmental acts as Van Waters 
& Rogers response team when an emergency does exist.

Attachment I is a map that shows the location of all emergency equipment boxes. 
Equipment listed in the plan was compared with the items found in the storage boxes. 
All equipment listed was found in each of the storage boxes.

A copy of the revised plan was delivered to ODEQ and the local fire department on 
September 15, 1998.
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Training Records (40 CFR §265.16):

Training records were reviewed for all personnel at the Portland Van Waters & 
Rogers facility. Emergency coordinators, Mark Rogers, Russ Palmer, and Ron Von 
Drew were given annual refresher training in October 1998. Jerry Jones had his 
training in April 1998. Jerry is the manager of hazardous waste storage and shipping. 
Training records show all personnel participate in the annual contingency plan 
training.
Other training included hazardous waste management activities such as drum labeling 
and inspection of storage units.

Satellite Accumulation Areas (40 CFR 262.34(c)(1)):

At the time of this inspection, Van Waters & Rogers have two satellite accumulation 
points. The first was found near the vapor extraction system (south end of facility, 
see map in Attachment I). There was no waste in the container seen in Photograph 
number 1. The batch records are contained in side the over pack container and no 
wastes have been add or removed from the container since May 28, 1999.

A second satellite accumulation point is located on the north west door. Here, there 
are four containers of hazardous waste. Waste streams are segregated by solvents or 
mixtures. In Photograph number 2, the four containers (looking right to left) contain 
the following;

1) Chlorinated Solvents, first batch was add to the container on 
April 23, 1999, and contained approximately 5 pounds of spent 
solvents.

2) Glycol Mixtures, first batch was added on August 10, 1999, and 
the last batch was added on September 21, 1999. The approximate 
weight of spent glycol in the container was 398 pounds.

3) Amine mixtures. This container was currently empty.
4) Debris. This container is used to collect rags, floor dry and other 

debris. This container was also empty at the time of the inspection.

The source of the waste is the result of loading and unloading chemical on the dock.
If spills occur or small amounts of chemicals are contaminated because of handling, 
there are placed in one of the four containers. No other waste is generated at this 
facility. All containers were in good condition and stored in an over pack. Each over 
pack and container was labeled with the words "hazardous waste” and the type of 
waste stored in the container. Batch records are maintained for each container.
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90-day Accumulations Area (40 CFR 262.34 as applicable):

At the time of this inspection there were 17 55-gallon containers accumulated in the 
90-day area (Photograph number 3). Each container was in good condition, all were 
closed, no leaking was observed, and the containers were clearly marked with the date 
accumulation began and with the words "hazardous waste." The oldest accumulation 
date was August 7, 1999 and the rest were dated August 12, 1999.

Inspections of this area are performed weekly. No discrepancies were noted in the 
• inspection log.

Subparts AA, BB, and CC are not applicable to this facility.

10-day Transfer Area (40 CFR 263Subparts A & B) :

Van Waters & Rogers also operate as a 10-day transfer facility. At the time of this 
inspection there was not any waste stored in the 10-day transfer area (located next to 
the vapor extraction system (see map in Attachment I). Transported manifests were 
reviewed and no discrepancies were noted. All transferred hazardous waste was 
stored less than 10-days, each manifest had the signature of the transporter.

Manifest Review (40 CFR 262.40 & 262 Subpart B):

This facility was last inspected by ODEQ in 1997. I reviewed all manifest for off-site 
disposal covering the period of time from January 1, 1998 to present. Only one 
discrepancy was found. Manifest number 99001, dated 01/27/99, Van Waters & 
Rogers did not have a copy of the generators manifest with a signature of the 
designated facility. However, a faxed copy of the manifest with the designated 
facility's signature was obtained from Pollution Controls Industries (the designated 
facility) during the inspection (Attachment II).

Each manifest reviewed during this inspection had an LDR notice and certificates of 
disposal. No discrepancies were found.

Record Keeping:

I reviewed the states annual reports. Van Waters & Rogers had annual reports from 
the periods ending December 1995 through December 1998.

Exports/Imports:

At the time of this inspection, Van Waters & Rogers was not irpporting or exporting 
hazardous waste for disposal or recycling.
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Status on Corrective Action :

At the time of this inspection, VW and R had acquired a NPDES permit for the 
discharge of waste waters from the vapor extraction system. However, the pipping 
between the wells and the extraction system have not been constructed.

Waste Determination Documents:

Waste determinations are based on process knowledge and batch records for each of 
-the accumulation drums. No discrepancies were noted during this inspection.

Closing Conference:

Representatives for Van Waters and Rogers were Mark S. Rogers, Operations 
Manager, and Jerry Jones, Chemcare Coordinator.

Once a copy of the manifest that did not have the designated facility's signature was 
obtained, there were no outstanding issues that required correcting.
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Attachment I

Map of Van Waters and Rogers 
Portland, Oregon

September 24, 1999



Attachment II

Van Waters and Rogers 

Manifest Number 99001

January 27, 1999
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